PRECIOUS YVOLUME! WHAT THOU DOEST
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Plain-est, ful-lest, sweet-est, tru-est, all our good from thee we gain!
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How thy liv - ing words re-fresh us! Words of truth and grace they are;
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than the fin-est gold more pre -cious, than the hon-ey sweet - er far.
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2. What lay hid from ancient sages,
what they sought, but failed to find,
this, unfolded in thy pages,
how appears to all mankind.
Far too high for man to reach it,
'tis revealed from heav'n above;
God himself alone could teach it:
'tis the mystery of love.

3. Why the angels, once in heaven,
were allowed to fall, and fell;

why no angel is forgiven,
who but God himself can tell?

Why is man the favoured being?
This resolve us, ye who can,

favoured above others, seeing
Christ the Lord has died for man.

4. Precious volume! all revealing,
all that we have need to know:
nhothing from our view concealing,
that can profit here below.
Hope we have: this hope is cheering,
that the things we know not now,
in the day of his appearing,
Christ will to his people show.

5. Book of books! by him inditeq,
him who reigns, "the only wise,"

how art thou despised and slighted!
small thy work in human eyes.

I did once myself, profanely,
leave thy sacred page unread,

and for wisdom sought, but vainly,
in the works of man instead.
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